
If I lose the light of the sun, I will write by candlelight, moonlight, no light.  If I lose paper and ink, I will write in 

blood on forgotten walls.  I will write always.  I will capture nights all over the world and bring them to you.   

-- Henry Rollins  

 

Northview 9th Grade English Syllabus 
Mrs. Stephanie Nugent 

 
NW phone: 515.965-9700 ext. 1131       Home phone: 515.965.8508 (not after 8 p.m.) 

Email: stephanie.nugent@ankenyschools.org      Website: http://snugent.ankeny.iowapages.org/ 
 
Course Objective: 
In this class, students will become skilled in methods of effective reading and writing for their further 

high school experiences and post-graduate studies.  Studies in English 9 will include the various literary 

genres integrated with composition, grammar and vocabulary.  Studies in English 9 will also be linked 

and integrated with World Cultures whenever possible, and students should look for connections.  

Throughout the course, students will be expected to work in both large and small group settings as 

well as individually.  Additionally, students will likely find that the level of responsibility expected of 

them is much higher than it was in 8th grade as this is a high school class. 

 

Grading     
100-93%   A 
92-90%    A- 
89-88% B+ 
 

87-83%    B 
82-80% B- 
79-78% C+ 
 

77-73% C 
72-70% C- 
69-68% D+ 
 

67-63% D 
62-60% D- 

59% ≥  F

Grade Break Down  
Daily Work/Quizzes (in-class work, homework, quizzes)      25%  

Writing (writing process, final drafts, daily journals)      30%  

Tests/Assessments (unit finals, creative projects, group presentations)    30% 

Final             15% 

             100%
Written Work 
Informal written work, like journals, homework assignments, etc. will need to be neatly handwritten 

or typed (I will let students know with each assignment).  All assignments, whether written or typed 

need to have the proper MLA formatted heading in the left-hand corner of the paper. 
 

Formal writing should be in MLA format, which we will learn throughout the year.   

 

Re-grading 
Written Work: Writing is a process.  Students will master things at their individual skill level, but 

professional writers today have not “mastered” their craft (although they are better than most).  

Having said this, formal and/or major writing assignments may be turned in with corrections for re-

grading.  The revisions must be significant; students my not simply correct grammar and sentence 

structure to receive additional points, but instead work on idea development and their organization 

as well as grammar and usage mistakes.  Students seeking to resubmit written work should set up a 

brief conference period with Mrs. Nugent before resubmission. 

 

Major Assessments/Test/Projects: Two (2) major assessments, tests or projects (excluding final/semester 

exams) may be retaken for the better of the two scores.  The assessment, test or project being retaken 

must be completed within one week after it was handed back graded to students. (Students may 

not wait until the end of the semester to retake the exams or redo projects.)  Students must schedule 

the re-take on their own time before or after school or during advisement. 



Extra Credit 
Students may not ask for extra credit.  Extra credit will only be given periodically when I feel there is 

a sound educational value for such work.  I DO NOT give extra credit simply to help raise grades and 

most extra credit will only be enough to raise students’ grades 1-2%. 

 

Late and Make-up Work 
All work must be turned in on the day it is due.  Daily work will be taken the next day for 75% of 

the original credit offered, provided it is complete, and up to half credit up until we finish the unit 

unless there was an excused absence, in which case the student has two (2) days to make up work. 

(See student handbook.)  

 

In the event of an absence, students will find the lesson plans for the day in the pink binder at the 

front of the room or they may refer to the calendar on the website.  They will also find all handouts, 

worksheets, etc. need for the day.  It is a student’s responsibility to find lessons and makeup 
work.  If he/she needs help completing said makeup work or has questions about the 
lessons, I will be available before or after school and during advisement.  Once the unit is 
completed, students will no longer be allowed to turn in assignments unless previously arranged. 

 

For major projects/papers, 10% per day late will be subtracted from the points earned.  Formal 

writing resubmitted with revisions may not earn this 10% or more back if the final draft was 

originally late. 

 
Conference Periods 
Please feel free to come to my room to get help, make up an assignment/test or get your absent work 

before and after school or during advisement!!  Students and parents are encouraged to use Infinite 

Campus to check grades and or missing assignments.  Student and parents may feel free to call me at 

home at 515.965.8508 until 8 p.m. or use my email: stephanie.nugent@ankenyschools.org . 

 

Classroom Rules 
1. Be Prompt 

� Come to class on time 

� Be in your seat when the bell rings 

 

2. Be Prepared 
Please bring the following supplies to class daily 

� A folder or three-ring binder to keep handouts and class notes in 
� A 8x10 one-subject notebook 
� Writing utensils- pen and pencil 
� Book and other necessary handouts 
� Three different colored highlighters 
� Note cards 
� Suggested: A flash drive to save work on. 

 

3. Be Polite 
� Respect classmates- No teasing, profanity, or harassment will be accepted 

� Respect the teacher- Listen to instructions and follow directions 

� Respect the school- No food or drink (except water) will be permitted in the classroom 

� Respect the world- Learn about people different from yourself and learn from their experiences.  

Literature can often be a way to explore things you may never get to experience first-hand 

� Respect yourself- Take advantage of the education you are receiving- LEARN! 
 

 



Student and Parent Information Sheet 
 

Student Information: 
 

 

Last Name     First Name 

 

 

Primary Address (where student lives most of the time) 

 

 

 

Parent Information: 
 

 

Parent(s) and/or guardian(s) Last Name  First Name 

 

 

Address 

 

(        )        (         ) 

Home phone       Cell phone 

 

 

Email address 

 

 
Additional Parent/Guardian information: 
 

 

Parent(s) and/or guardian(s) Last Name  First Name 

 

 

Address 

 

(        )        (         ) 

Home phone       Cell phone 

 

 

Email address 

 

I have read the syllabus for Mrs. Nugent’s 9th grade English class and understand the classroom procedures, grading 

policies, and rules.  By signing below, I acknowledge I have been given and possess the syllabus for reference 

throughout the year and will adhere to the procedures, policies and rules established for the classroom in addition to 

those dictated in the student handbook. 

 

 

Student signature        Date 

 

 

Parent/Guardian signature       Date 

 


